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Welcome Back to School!

Literature Course Description:

This class is focused on developing critical reading skills and analytically responding to literature.  The semester is divided into three units: nonfiction, fiction, and drama.  During the unit we will study the Civil Rights Movement, Romeo & Juliet, and short stories of suspense.  Individualized reading and shared reading experience will form a foundation for literary criticism, vocabulary development, comprehension, and motivation for life-long learning skills.  The value of language skills in the real world will be stressed.

Textbooks:

It is the student’s responsibility to keep track of the Prentice Hall Literature: Gold Edition book when checked out of room.  To borrow any books write name & title/number on a sticky note & place on file cabinet.  Make sure to check back in with Mrs. Kostoff. Various novels will be announced for book reports (non-fiction/fiction).  
Composition Course Description:

This class is focused on developing writing skills for future educational purposes and for life.  In order to improve mechanics, develop one’s writing voice, and practice skills each student will have daily writing assignments to be typed or written in a journal in addition to bell ringers focusing on punctuation and usage. We will study literary criticism, argumentative, and expository writing.  At the completion of each unit there will be a major paper written in MLA formatting with citations.  The goal is to create and inspire life-long learners and writers.  The value of language skills in the real world will be stressed.

Textbooks:

The Writer’s Choice textbook and Upfront/Junior Scholastic magazine will be kept in the classroom. 
Supplies:

All supplies must be in class by Monday, August 20th.  Please see me in advance if any help is needed. I will gladly help you locate or give you needed supplies.  Supplies for this class include the following:

1.) Composition Book (for daily writing/bell ringers) (no spiral notebooks/I have extra)

2.) Ink Pens/ Pencils/ Highlighters
3.) Loose Leaf Paper (no spiral, unless edges tear)

4.) A small 1-1 ½” 3-ring binder to organize work
5.) Note cards for research papers
OPTIONAL (but helpful) supplies for classroom 
1.) Gum (individually wrapped used as class/individual rewards)
2.) Donate a dictionary or novel(s) 
An additional note concerning supplies:  Please read carefully!

· All of the supplies can be found locally

· PLEASE Talk with me in advance if you are unable to get the supplies for any reason as I have some extra supplies
· Spiral bound paper is not acceptable for assignments due in this class.  Papers may be returned if student doesn’t abide by this request and the student will be asked to cut edges off.
· The edges tend to stick together and make a mess in the classroom

· Spiral notebooks with perforated edges are acceptable 

· I have plenty of loose leaf paper available in classroom to pick up ahead of time
· Papers are due at the beginning of class and a student is expected to have the assignment printed, stapled, and ready to turn in by the first bell unless student has made prior arrangements.  A stapler can be found next to turn in folders.  If the student is not prepared by the time the assignment is collected, then the work will be considered late.
· This assures class time is not wasted while students search for, print, and staple work.
· If a student hasn’t printed their papers when due (or emailed teacher ahead of time), the student will be considered tardy and will be sent out to print paper even if not complete.  They will be able to turn in corrections within a week of the due date.
Lumen:

Lumen will be used in all classrooms.  Every student can expect to find assignments, notes, and other information posted on the class website.  Students are welcome to email me anytime or come to my classroom during advisory period or before/after school to inquire about missing work and grades.  Please check office, absentee folder, and table partner first. Parents are encouraged to check their student’s updated grades on lumen, and email or call me with any questions.
Homework:

This class will abide by the following homework policy.  The following policies are non-negotiable and could adversely affect a student’s grade if not followed:
· All required assignments should be completed.  Anything titled “enrichment” is optional.
· When assigned work is not completed by class the date it is due it will be considered late, and the student will be required to turn in ASAP into the “late” tray.  Also, any late work will include evidence (quotes/anecdotes) and correct applicable citation (author pg#) information unless told otherwise.
· The teacher may also require the student to get homework help before, during (study hall, adv, etc.), and/or after school to complete the assignment if they are struggling or getting behind.

· Be proactive!  Ask for help as soon as you realize you need it (email/call).  Do not wait until class to report late work and need for extension.  There will be other tasks the class will need to accomplish.  We only have 43 minutes of learning ( 

· Enrichment are extra assignments for a grade to enrich learning and will only help one’s grade.  Once graded the student may correct or take the grade earned.  These are optional and are only allowed for those who have no missing assignments.
Classroom Procedures:

We can all look forward to an exciting and rewarding school year.  In order to provide you with the excellent educational climate you deserve, we have developed the following classroom procedures that will be in effect at all times.

Beginning of class. . .

· Turn in any assignments due that day and pick up any papers you will need for class on podium.

· You are to be in your seat when the bell rings, quiet, and responding to the daily prompt on the board (bell ringer).

· You must bring everything to class with you every day, unless otherwise stated.  In addition to class textbooks (when applicable), you will bring a writing tool/highlighter, paper/composition book, and your agenda book.  In literature bring your book report book and in composition any research/sources.  If you feel you must go back to your locker once the bell has rung, you may do so (with teacher’s permission), but you will be marked tardy.  Extra supplies are easily and readily available in class on back counter.
· I will take attendance & check any comp. book assignment/notes while you finish a bell ringer.

When you are absent. . .

· If you are absent, you are expected to have your parent request your homework be sent to the office and that it be taken home, completed, and turned in on the day you return when possible.

· If, for some reason, that is not possible it is YOUR responsibility to come to me before school, in advisory, during my conference or study hall, or after school to get the work you missed and make-up tests/quizzes.  Please DO NOT ask during class time.  
· Be sure to check with me for clarification and questions or check the website/Lumen. 
· All tests and quizzes given on the day you were absent must be made-up on the day you return, either before school, during study hall, or after school (practice is NOT an excuse) or else it will result in a temporary zero and it will be counted as late.  It is YOUR responsibility to remember.

· Should you have a pre-arranged absence (ortho, doctor, therapy, field trip, sporting event), any test or quiz that will be given while you are gone must be taken before you leave unless otherwise arranged.

Your assignments. . .

All assignments must be clearly labeled with information in exact MLA order

· Your full name (first and last) class #
· Teacher (Mrs. Kostoff or Mrs. Eichelberger)
· Class Title (Comp 1/Lit 1)
· Date Assignment is Due (20 August 2018)

· Making this format a daily habit will help you later as you are required to learn and use MLA formatting for papers.  
· Periodically, I will check papers for the information and may pass back before grading if information is missing or incorrect.
If you are struggling . . .

· Do the enrichment activities to earn extra points 
· Make corrections and retake tests/quizzes.

· Please, come see me and we can set up a time to work together.

·  Stop in before or after school for help.

· Visit the tutor in the media center during/after school.

· If you start to feel you are falling behind, talk to me right away!  Do not wait until the last minute or after your semester grade is showing an F or B+.

Expectations for a Positive Work Environment
Discipline is a vital part of maintaining classroom order, which is conducive to a positive learning environment.  First and foremost, a student is expected to abide by the school policies.  The following rules this teacher has deemed important in this classroom and the students will be expected to comply in order for effective teaching and learning to occur.

1.) Be Prepared.

a. Students should come to class ready to learn.

b. Students must have homework assignments ready to turn in.

c. Students must be in their seats by the bell.

d. Students must remember all classroom supplies.  They will be allowed to return to their lockers, but a tardy will be assigned.

e. Students should use the restrooms during lunch and breaks.  Before the bell rings a student may be permitted to use the restroom, but they will still be expected to finish the bell work on time.  At the end of class, if a student has exemplified positive behavior and has completed all assigned work, then an exception may be made.  You will be required to write out the pass in your agenda book, and I will initial only after the information is complete.

2.) Be Respectful.

a. Students should RESPECT others, themselves, and the teacher(s).

i. Students should listen when others are talking.

ii. Students should never argue or question the teacher’s authority.

iii. Students should never participate in physical or verbal bullying.

iv. Negative talk and gossip about students and/or faculty will not be permitted.

b. Students should respect the property of others.

i. Students should use care when borrowing other’s property.

ii. Students should return teacher’s property if borrowed.

iii. Students should not throw objects in the classroom.

iv. Throw away any garbage including wrappers
3.) Be On-Task.

a. Once class has begun, students must begin writing in their journals and/or reading based on a prompt given on the classroom board.

b. Students should not write notes, text, take pics or videos during class.  

c. Students should listen and complete work according to instruction to the best of their ability  : )

d. The more we get accomplished in class, the less work students take home!

Consequences

Consequences may include the following: a warning, talking with teacher during or after class, detention and/or sent to dean (depending on offense).
*If a student receives a detention, his or her guardian will be notified by email, phone, and/or detention slip to be signed.  

Rewards

Good behavior is an expectation.  However, occasional gum, stickers, emails or letters home, smiles, etc. will be given to encourage positive thinking and actions.  My desire is that the reward system will enable us to be efficient and will remind us to always respect one another.
Grading Scale
Various methods will be used in evaluating a student’s grade, which will include, but is not limited to:  tests, quizzes, papers, book reports, daily writing/reading assignments, speeches, and creative projects.

A (100-92)
B (91-83)
C (82-72)
D (71-63)
F (62-0)

Dear Parents and Students:

I am excited about the forthcoming school year and what has been prepared in advance.  I will strive with hard work and determination to make this school year a success, especially in the classroom.  I am a firm believer that students will learn more and have more fun once boundaries are established and they feel safe.  We have much to learn and cover, yet I know it will be rewarding and we can find enjoyment in the process.  Parents, please help to make this school year a success by contacting me, preferably via email, with any questions.  The following slip should be returned by August 20, 2018.  In addition, supplies will be due Monday and I am happy to help students find needed supplies.  I am proud to be part of the district and thank you in advance for your support!

Students sign if you have read, understand, and will abide by the attached syllabus.  
Student’s Name Printed
Student’s Signature

Parents please fill-in with the preferred way(s) to contact you.  Feel free to email me at any time!
Parent’s Name 
Parent’s Email

Parent’s Phone Number

