Informative/Explanatory


	Ideas ( W.2, W.4, W.5, W.9)
	Multiplier  & Score
	0 Not Present
	1 Does not meet
	2 Approaching
	3 Meets
	4 Exceeds

	Topic—relevant, precise
	x1
	Topic is not present.
	Topic is unclear; lacks main idea and focus.
	Topic is partially unclear; lacks main idea or focus.
	Topic is clear, but the main idea/thesis is too broad.
	Topic is clear, and the main idea/thesis is narrow and manageable/focused.

	Support/details
	x3
	No support is offered.
	Minimal support; no details are present.
	Minimal support; few details are present, and/or details are irrelevant and/or inaccurate.
	Adequate support; most details are relevant and accurate.
	Extensive support; all details are relevant, accurate, and convincing; shows thinking beyond the obvious.

	Explanation of Support
	x3
	No explanation is offered.
	Explanation of details lacks meaning, importance, and connection to topic/purpose.
	Explanation of details lacks meaning, importance, and/or connection to topic/purpose. 
	Explanation of details partially includes meaning, importance, and connection to topic/purpose, and/or explanation is predictable; may clarify relationships among complex ideas.
	Explanation of details fully includes meaning, importance, and connection to topic/purpose; clarifies relationships among complex ideas and concepts; uses figurative language to manage topic complexity.

	Research (W.7, W.8, W.9)

-Works Cited

-In-text Citations

-No Plagiarism 
-3 sources per person

-2 in-text citations per piece
	x3
	No research is present.
	Multiple elements are missing and/or weakly constructed; plagiarism is evident.
	Research from at least one credible source; citation is attempted; information is present.
	Research from credible sources is cited correctly and information is integrated.
	Research from multiple credible sources is cited correctly and information is seamlessly integrated to maintain flow of ideas.

	Organization (W.2, W.4, L.3, L.6)
	
	0 Not Present
	1 Does not meet
	2 Approaching
	3 Meets
	4 Exceeds

	Introductory Elements:

-Begins with a HQQK
-Prepares reader with appropriate context

-Articulates a clear thesis/purpose
	x2
	No introductory elements are included.
	Multiple introductory elements are missing or weakly constructed. 
	One of the introductory elements is missing, and/or weakly constructed.
	All introductory elements are present but may be weakly constructed and/or predictable.
	All introductory elements are present, well-constructed, and incorporated effectively.

	Organization Pattern
(Compare/Contrast, Classification, Chronological, Point/Counterpoint, etc)
	x2
	No organization is attempted.
	Lack of organization detracts from overall meaning.
	Pattern is inconsistent, and/or not appropriate for the task.
	Pattern is identifiable, logical, and appropriate for the task.
	Organization reflects thoughtful arrangement (each new element logically builds on that which precedes it).

	Transitions/Coherence
	x1
	No transitions are present.
	Use of transitions between and/or within paragraphs is inconsistent, simple, and/or predictable.
	Use of transitions between paragraphs within paragraphs is simple and predictable
	Appropriate and varied transitions seamlessly link ideas between and within paragraphs. 
	Appropriate and varied transitions are used strategically, seamlessly link ideas and clarifies relationships between and within paragraphs.

	Conclusion elements:
-Refers back to the thesis/purpose

-Provides a sense of ending

-Provides a sense of cohesion
	x2
	No conclusion is present.
	Multiple conclusion elements are missing and/or weakly constructed.
	One of the conclusion elements is missing, and/or weakly constructed.
	Conclusion is predicable and/or explicitly stated.  All conclusion elements are present but may be weakly constructed.
	Conclusion is sophisticated.  All conclusion elements are present, well-constructed, and effective.

	Voice/Word Choice (W.1, W.2, W.4, L.3, L.5, L.6)
	
	0 Not Present
	1 Does not meet
	2 Approaching
	3 Meets
	4 Exceeds

	Tone
-Awareness of audience

-Effective voice
	x1
	Tone detracts from and/or is inappropriate for intended audience and topic/purpose.
	Tone does not consider intended audience and topic/purpose.
	Tone is mostly inappropriate for intended audience and topic/purpose.
	Tone is mostly appropriate for intended audience and topic/purpose; contributes to the outcome.
	Tone is appropriate for intended audience and topic/purpose; is authoritative and knowledgeable; contributes to the outcome. 

	Vocabulary appropriateness

-Domain specific 
-ACT 2 per piece (underline/bold)
	x1
	No consideration of word choice is apparent.
	Word choice is vague (big, stuff, things, junk, many, etc), may be below grade level, and/or overcomplicated with unfamiliar words.
	Word choice is mostly clear and appropriate but unsophisticated or mundane.
	Word choice is clear and appropriate.
	Word choice is precise, sophisticated, and vivid; incorporates $3 words.

	Sentence Fluency (W.4, L.1, L.2)
Uses varied sentence types (simple, complex, compound, compound-complex), lengths, and beginnings.
-Writing Power Tricks 2 per piece (label)

	x1
	Sentence structures are elementary.
	Sentence structures are repetitive.
	Sentence types are unbalanced.
	Sentence types are varied to convey specific meaning and interest.
	Sentence types are varied to effectively convey meaning and add interest.

	Conventions (W.1, W.2, L.1, L.2, L.3)
Follows all grade-level appropriate grammar rules
	x1
	Incomprehensible.
	Meaning is impeded by frequent errors.
	Meaning may be impeded by minimal errors.
	Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English.
	Sophisticated and complex usage of the conventions of standard English.


Total:  __________/21
Standard: ___________

